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SPORT AND GENDER 
 

WMST 154 BOYCE HALL 1471 
 

COURSE OUTLINE AND STUDY GUIDE 
 
WELCOME 
Welcome to Sport and Gender, an undergraduate class in Women’s Studies/Sociology. 
The course coordinator is Professor Toby Miller. If you have any specific issues about 
the course or general inquiries, please make a time to see me. My room is Watkins 1140. 
The telephone number is (917) 7512679, and my email address is <tobym@ucr.edu>. 
Office hours are Mondays 2-4 pm. 
 
RATIONALE 
Sport and Gender invites students to consider the intersection of politics, economics, 
society, culture, and representation in sport. Combining theoretical work and applied 
study, it is designed for students interested in social theory and cultural studies. The 
course assumes that gender is a fundamental factor in sport, and vice versa. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
N.B. Due to a conflict with graduation ceremonies, the final examination information 
listed in the Spring 2007 Schedule of Classes for this class has changed. The new 
examination date is June 11 2007, from 8 to 11 a.m. The venue is yet to be decided. 
The exam will be based on material from the films, the lectures, and the textbooks, in the 
form of short essay questions, requiring about a paragraph’s reply to each one. It will be 
worth 70% of your grade. 
In Weeks 3 (class is April 16), 6 (class is May 7), and 10 (class is June 4), every person 
will post on i-Learn a roughly 200-word critique of the readings and screenings from the 
previous 3 classes. These messages must be dispatched by 5 pm on the Sunday before 
Monday’s class (i.e. April 15, May 6, and June 3 respectively). We’ll all participate in 
discussion of these postings in the class—so you’ll need to read the rest of them! This 
part of the course will be worth 30% of your grade. 
 
TEXTBOOKS (available in the bookshop under WMST 154) 
Leslie Heywood and Shari L. Dworkin. Built to Win: The Female Athlete as Cultural 

Icon. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003. 
Toby Miller. Sportsex. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2001. 
 
TOPICS 
April 2 2007 INTRODUCTION: Class participation. SCREENING: Pumping Iron  
April 9 2007 METHODS OF ANALYSIS I: Laying out concepts, problems, and theories: 

functionalist, feminist, Marxist, socio-biological, and queer approaches. READING: 
Heywood and Dworkin xv-24, Miller 1-46. SCREENING: Pumping Iron II 

April 16 2007 METHODS OF ANALYSIS II: Feminist critique and embrace of sports. 
READING: Heywood and Dworkin 29-54. SCREENING: The World at Their Feet—
The Legendary Story of the U.S. Women’s Soccer Team 
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April 23 2007 GUEST LECTURE—TOM SCANLON—THE ANCIENT WORLD AND 
SPORTS. READING: Guest’s essay (on iLearn). SCREENING: Blood and Honor at 
the First Olympics 

April 30 2007 BASKETBALL: The WNBA as a zone of difference. READING: 
Heywood and Dworkin 76-99. SCREENING: Love and Basketball 

May 7 2007 MODERN OLYMPICS: Representations of gender in the major world 
sporting event. READING: Heywood and Dworkin 25-29, Miller 59-66. 
SCREENING: Personal Best 

May 14 2007 FEMALE MASCULINITY: How sportswomen question gender styles. 
READING: Heywood and Dworkin 55-75, Miller 103-26. SCREENING: Idols of the 
Game 2: Babes in Boyland, Hero for Daisy 

May 21 2007 MEDIA: The role of the media in constituting and perpetuating gendered 
meanings. READING: Miller 79-102. SCREENING: Women in Sports and 
Adventure, Out for a Change: Addressing Homophobia in Women’s Sports 

May 28 2007 NO CLASS: MEMORIAL DAY 
June 4 2007 BODYBUILDING: What US gyms’ emblematic performance of masculinity 

signifies about gender. READING: Heywood and Dworkin 131-59. SCREENING: 
Lipstick & Dynamite: The First Ladies of Wrestling 

 
USEFUL REFERENCES 
N.B.: THIS IS A LIST OF WEB SITES, BOOKS, AND JOURNALS. IF MATERIALS 
YOU NEED ARE NOT READILY AVAILABLE ON CAMPUS, USE INTER-
LIBRARY LOAN, ELECTRONIC SOURCES, OR OTHER REGIONAL LIBRARIES. 
 
WEB SITES 
http://www.sportinsociety.org/. 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/library/ssportsite/. 
http://www.sirc.ca/. 
http://www.sportsbiz.bz/womensportinternational/. 
http://fiat.gslis.utexas.edu/%7Elewisa/womsprt.html. 
http://www.olympic.org/uk/organisation/commissions/women/index_uk.asp. 
http://Outsports.com. 
www.sportinsociety.org/mv.  
http://mediaed.org/videos. 
 
BOOKS 
David L. Andrews and Steven J. Jackson, eds. Sport Stars: The Cultural Politics of 

Sporting Celebrity. London: Routledge, 2001. 
Aaron Baker. Contesting Identities: Sports in American Film. Urbana: University of 

Illinois Press, 2003. 
Aaron Baker and Todd Boyd, eds. Out of Bounds: Sports, Media, and the Politics of 

Identity. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1997. 
John Bale. Sports Geography, 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 2003. 
Jeffrey R. Benedict. Athletes and Acquaintance Rape. Thousand Oaks: Sage, 1998. 
Susan Birrell and Cheryl L. Cole, eds. Women, Sport, and Culture. Champaign: Human 

Kinetics, 1994. 
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Raymond Boyle and Richard Haynes. Power Play: Sport, the Media and Popular 
Culture. London: Longman, 2000. 

Rod Brookes. Representing Sport. London: Arnold, 2002. 
Varda Burstyn. The Rites of Men: Manhood, Politics, and the Culture of Sport. Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press, 1999. 
Susan K. Cahn. Coming On Strong: Gender and Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Women's 

Sports. Glencoe: Free Press, 1994. 
Jay Coakley. Sport in Society: Issues and Controversies, 7th ed. New York: McGraw-

Hill, 2001. 
Jay Coakley and Eric Dunning, eds. Handbook of Sports Studies. London: Sage 

Publications, 2000. 
Jean Cobb. “A Super Bowl-Battered Women Link?” American Journalism Review May 

1993: 33-38. 
Greta L. Cohen, ed. Women in Sport: Issues and Controversies. Thousand Oaks: Sage 

Publications, 1993. 
Kenneth R. Dutton. The Perfectible Body: The Western Ideal of Male Physical 

Development. New York: Continuum, 1995. 
Stanley Eitzen, ed. Sport in Contemporary Society, 6th ed. New York: Worth, 2001. 
Juan-Miguel Fernández-Balboa, ed. Critical Postmodernisms in Human Movement, 

Physical Education, and Sport. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1997. 
Michel Foucault. The Care of the Self: Volume 3 of The History of Sexuality. Trans. 

Robert Hurley. New York: Vintage, 1988. 
Michel Foucault. The Use of Pleasure: The History of Sexuality Volume Two. Trans. 

Robert Hurley. New York: Vintage, 1986. 
Judith Halberstam. Female Masculinity. Durham: Duke University Press, 1998. 
Phillip Brian Harper. Are We Not Men? Masculine Anxiety and the Problem of African-

American Identity. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996. 
John Horne, Alan Tomlinson, and Garry Whannel. Understanding Sport: An Introduction 

to the Sociological and Cultural Analysis of Sport. London: E & FN Spon, 1999. 
Steven J. Jackson and David L. Andrews Sport, Culture and Advertising: Identities, 

Commodities, and the Politics of Representation. New York: Routledge, 2005. 
Alan M. Klein. Little Big Men: Bodybuilding, Subculture and Gender Construction. 

Albany: State University of New York Press, 1993. 
Jim McKay, Michael A. Messner, and Don Sabo, eds. Masculinities, Gender Relations, 

and Sport. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, 2000. 
Joseph Maguire and Kevin Young, eds. Theory, Sport & Society. Amsterdam: JAI, 2002. 
Randy Martin and Toby Miller, eds. SportCult. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 1999. 
Michael A. Messner. Politics of Masculinities: Men in Movements. Thousand Oaks: 

Sage, 1997. 
Michael A. Messner. Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2002. 
Michael A. Messner and Don Sabo, eds. Sport, Men, and the Gender Order: Critical 

Feminist Perspectives. Champaign: Human Kinetics Press, 1990. 
David Nylund. When in Rome: Heterosexism, Homophobia, and Sports Talk Radio. 

Report to GLAAD Center for Study of Media & Society 2001  
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Brian Pronger. The Arena of Masculinity: Sports, Homosexuality, and the Meaning of 
Sex. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1990. 

Geneviève Rail, ed. Sport and Postmodern Times. Albany: State University of New York 
Press, 1998. 

Susan Fox Rogers, ed. SportsDykes: Stories from On and Off the Field. New York: St. 
Martin’s Press, 1994. 

David Rowe. Sport, Culture and the Media: The Unruly Trinity. Buckingham: Open 
University Press, 1999. 

David Rowe, ed. Critical Readings: Sport, Culture and the Media. Maidenhead: Open 
University Press, 2004. 

Joli Sandoz, ed. A Whole Other Ball Game: Women’s Literature on Women’s Sport. New 
York: Noonday Press, 1997. 

John Sugden and Alan Tomlinson, eds. Power Games: A Critical Sociology of Sport. 
London: Routledge, 2002. 

Alan Tomlinson, ed. Gender, Sport and Leisure: Continuities and Challenges. Aachen: 
Meyer & Meyer Verlag, 1997. 

Lawrence A. Wenner, ed. MediaSport. New York: Routledge, 1998. 
Garry Whannel. Fields in Vision: Television Sport and Cultural Transformation. New 

York: Routledge, 1992. 
Ralph Wilcox, David L. Andrews, and Robert Pitter, eds. Sporting Dystopias: The 

Making and Meanings of Urban Sport Cultures. Albany: State University of New 
York Press, 2003. 

 
JOURNALS 
Body & Society 
Culture, Sport, Society 
Ef y Deportes 
European Sport Management Quarterly 
Feminism & Psychology 
Feminist Economics 
Feminist Issues 
Feminist Media Studies 
Feminist Studies 
Feminist Theory 
Gender and History 
Gender, Place, and Culture 
Gender & Society 
GLQ 
International Review for the Sociology of Sport 
Journal of African American Men 2, nos. 2-3 (1996-97) 
Journal of Sport History 
Journal of Sport & Social Issues 
Leisure Studies 
Loisir et Société/Society and Leisure 
Marquette Sports Law Review 
Men and Masculinities 
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Play and Culture 
Quest 
Research Quarterly for Exercise and Sport 
Sexualities 
Sociology of Sport Journal 
Sport, Education & Society 
Sport Science Review 
Sports & Entertainment Law Journal 
Sports Lawyers Journal 
Violence Against Women 
Women’s Studies International Forum 


