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Toby Miller's latest book is his most
confrontational, polemic piece of
writing to date. In "Blow Up the
Humanities” --which will be released
by Temple University Press in August
-- the longtime author and media
studies professor skewers his own
field, painting humanities
departments as antiquated relics -
with an overtly class-conscious GETTY IMAGES
agenda.
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dropped classical languages as the core and turned toward English > gg:ra]psp:\;t\;algl;)gsSfarHeto
literature and so on," says Miller, who is the chair of the media and take down Joe Paterno
cultural studies program at the University of California, Riverside. statue after Freeh report
"At the same time the big land-grant universities were looking for a p Transforming the way
much more applied form of humanities. ... That's why if you go to adults learn
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Pointing to a downward trend in student engagement, research and
publication opportunities, Miller proposes a decidedly practical
curriculum focused on the job skills most students need. "Whether
you work in PR or Metro or Greenpeace or Coca-Cola, you need to know how to design a webpage, the
basics of narrative art, how software and hardware work and the conditions of labor in those areas,"
says Miller. "I'm looking for something that's very applied, in the way business is, but also has a
critical edge, dealing with questions of labor and the environment, and not just how you can make a
buck and become a corporate boss."
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It seems like just yesterday you were rocking your baby at the hospital. Now, it’s time for school already.

LET BUREAUCRATS
TELL US WHAT

BEVERAGES TO BUY?

NEW YORKERS (WHAT'S

Advertisement

Dermatologists do not want
you to know about this skin
care secret.

Mum discovers shocking $5
method for erasing wrinkles.
She angers dermatologists
for revealing it!

Discover the best free real-
time news, networking and
information portal on the
web...

Newscircles are a quick,
convenient way to create
and publish your own
customized news portals...

Get the most up to date
breaking new stories as they
happen across the globe...

Deal Alert: Get an Apple
iPad 2 for as low as $21.54.
! Retail Secrets Revealed.
q Learn More Now!

>‘~,‘*I

—

W Metro New York on Facebook

Like

3,191 people like Metro New York.

Leah Wally Rlchard Brian

hidelan haunti

to
Medgar Human Vulc  Michelle Di Rob

Facebook social plugin

METRO.US: About Us READ THE PRINT New York CONNECT Facebook INFO Terms and Conditions
Advertise EDITION ONLINE: Boston Twitter Privacy Code
Contact Us Philadelphia stumbleupon Commenting Guidelines
Jobs RSS Site Map

www.metro.us/newyork/life/article/1147676--your-humanities-degree-may-soon-become-ancient-history 2/3



7/16/12 Metro - Your humanities degree may soon become ancient history
Metropolitan Panel

SITE POWERED BY
HEEa

Copyright 2001-2012, Free Daily News Group Inc.

www.metro.us/newyork/life/article/1147676--your-humanities-degree-may-soon-become-ancient-history 3/3



