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souls, even though they represent its electoral core. The
Party functions in the service of specific corporate interests:
mineral extraction, real-estate speculation, “health care”
[sic], pharmaceutical companies, and high finance. In other
words, this country has been governed for almost a decade
by people who are driven by their own class privilege, even
as they deploy populist and anti-elitist rhetoric to captivate
straight, white, god-bothering xenophobic suburb- and
exurbanites.

So how have the rednecks, in whose name these elites
operate, worked the fraud out? I suspect it became clear to
them that the store was being minded by incompetents.
Consider the litany of idiocies, from warmongering to
climate-change denial and disaster mismanagement. Your
election, Senator Obama, represents, among other things,
a return to policy mandarinism, to rationality, to accredited
expertise, to Weberian bureaucracy. Of course, this does
not mean that the state operates for all under your party.
Democratic governments in the United States, like
Republican ones, are beholden to sectional interests, but
they represent different fractions of the country: trial
lawyers, culture industries, unions, and racial minorities.

But at least your advent, Senator Obama, means that
scientists will be listened to rather than gagged or
discredited. Policy wonks will be rewarded. The store will
basically be minded by people who are trained in what they
do. This bodes well for a new era in which intellect is
sovereign and ignorance is in exile. That’s what I think the
rednecks for Obama realized was needed. I just hope your
selection of Cabinet members and advisors is not beholden
to the broken neoliberal fantasies of the past, as
represented by the coin-operated intellectuals who stood
behind you at your first press conference as president-
elect. Disgraced university presidents and corporate utives
are not needed. Let them apply for relief elsewhere. Show
imagination in your Cabinet and advisor choices. I doubt
you'll reward socialists with these positions, but at least
appoint the people we taught.

Yours in struggle,

Toby Miller
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